Solidarity with UCU Branches in Dispute

Proposer: Sandhya Moise
Seconder: Bath UCU Committee

This branch notes:

1.

Between 2023 and 2025, at least 90 UK higher education institutions have
undertaken redundancy programmes, resulting in the loss of at least 20,000
jobs.

There are currently at least 20 live local disputes in the sector concerning
casualisation, workload, and redundancy.

The Further Education and Prison Education sectors, where some workers
are also represented by UCU, are both facing extremely challenging
circumstances and there are many branches in dispute.

Over the last few years, the Branch Secretary has regularly received emails
asking for financial and other support from UCU branches in dispute.

Our local rules state that the following: “Donations to charities or other
bodies whose objects are consistent with those of the LA. Donations greater
than £200 must be approved by a general meeting of the LA; donations below
this amount may be approved by the committee.”

This branch believes:

1.

2.

In the principle “from each according to their ability; to each according to
their needs”.

As a medium-sized HE branch that has not recently had a local dispute and
faced lower deductions than many institutions in the 2023 Marking and
Assessment Boycott, Bath UCU is in a position to offer financial support to
other branches.

This branch resolves:

1.

To authorise the UCU branch committee to respond positively to reasonable
requests from another UCU branch for financial support, donating a
standard amount of £500 and sending a message of solidarity to the branch.
This authorisation lasts indefinitely until the branch committee decides to
end it, at which point the membership must be informed.

To instruct the branch Treasurer to monitor the financial position of the
branch and advise the branch committee if they have concerns about the
level of financial support we are offering to other UCU branches.

To instruct the branch Secretary to keep the branch website updated with
details of the requests we have received and responded to and to publicise
any updates from branches that we support.



