BATH

University and College Union

Annual General Meeting 2026

Date: 20 May 2026
Time: 13.15-14:15
Location: 8W 3.13 and Microsoft Teams

Welcome and Apologies

Remembering Hedley Bashforth

Academic Workload Survey Results (Sandhya Moise)
Anti-casualisation Report (Joel Lazarus and Alex Yates)

Reports from Branch Officers

Feedback from Members (Galadriel Ravelli)

Local Subscription Rate (Tim Barrett)

Election of Branch Officers (Sabina Gheduzzi, Returning Officer)
End the Home Office’s ban on student visas for individuals from Sudan,
Afghanistan, Myanmar and Cameroon Motion (Galadriel Ravelli)
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Committee Nominations

Returning Officer: Sabina Gheduzzi

Officer roles

Role Nominee Proposed by Seconded by

President Ben Ralph Sandhya Moise Galadriel Ravelli

Vice president Sandhya Galadriel Ravelli Ben Ralph
Moise

Secretary Gala Ravelli | Kate Ehrig-Page Sandhya Moise

Treasurer

Membership secretary

Recruitment officer

H&S officer Michael Ben Ralph Kate Ehrig-Page
Carley

Equality officer Fran Amery | Ben Ralph Michael Carley

Anti-casualisation officer Joel Lazarus | Ben Ralph Alex Yates

Pensions officer James Kate Ehrig-Page Ben Ralph
Davenport

Casework coordinator

Green/Environmental

officer

Union learning

representative

Rep roles

Role Nominee Nominated by Seconded by

Women and non-binary rep

BME rep

LGBTQ+

Disabled members rep

International members rep Mihika Ben Ralph Sandhya Moise

Chatterjee

Academic-related and

professional services rep

Postgraduate rep Alex Yates George Newth Fran Amery

Academic research only staff rep

Academic teaching only staff rep

Academic teaching and research

staff rep

Professors rep




Branch Motion

End the Home Office’s ban on student visas for individuals from Sudan,
Afghanistan, Myanmar and Cameroon

Proposer: Galadriel Ravelli
Seconder: Ben Ralph

This branch notes:

1.

UK Universities are active agents in the “hostile environment” policy
introduced by the Conservative and Liberal Democrat coalition
governments and expanded by the current Labour government;
UCU has repeatedly condemned the Labour government’s “anti-
immigration turn”, noting how “the UK (...) operates one of the most
hostile (...) immigration systems in the world”;

In March 2026, the UK Home Office announced “an emergency
brake on visas” for individuals from Sudan, Afghanistan, Myanmar
and Cameroon. The Secretary of State from the Home Office
Department presented the visa ban as a strategy to tackle “abuse”
and “exploitation” of the UK’s “generous” visa system, in light of a
sustained increase in asylum applications by students from the four
countries. The policy is already in place, affecting prospective
students who secured university place and funding for the next
academic year;

The University of Sanctuary network has condemned this decision,
arguing that while it is unlikely that the policy will relieve the UK of
“asylum pressure”, it will remove “one of the few remaining official
routes” through which students from “conflict-affected countries
can access world class education and rebuild their futures”;

The University of Bath has been part of the University of Sanctuary
network since 2020, having been recognised with a Sanctuary award
for its efforts to “welcome refugees and asylum seekers”, and
successfully achieving University of Sanctuary reaccreditation in
2025.

In 2019, Bath UCU launched a Sanctuary Scholarship for PGT asylum
seeker students named after the late Marie Morley, former
president of the branch. The scholarship is equally funded by the
University and the UCU branch - through members’ local
subscriptions — and has been active since 2020. Over the past six
years, members of the Bath UCU Committee have regularly



interacted with the scholarship’s recipients, learning about the
challenges they experienced in leaving their countries to pursue a
safe future elsewhere.

This branch believes:

1.

2.

3.

That education is a basic human right that should not be affected by
inhumane immigration policies;

That Universities should promote positive social change, opposing
policies that endanger individuals from conflict-affected areas by
denying them the opportunity to pursue a safe future through
education;

That the recently issued ban on student visas from Afghanistan,
Sudan, Myanmar, and Cameroon stands in clear contrast to the
values of solidarity and openness embodied by the Marie Morley
Scholarship, which this branch proudly upholds.

This branch resolves:

1.

2.

3.

4,

To call on the UK government to lift the ban on student visas for
individuals from Afghanistan, Sudan, Myanmar and Cameroon, and
end the hostile environment;

To call on the local MP for Bath, Wera Hobhouse, to publicly support
the lifting of the ban and to lobby for its retraction in parliament;
To call on the University of Bath to publicly support the ongoing
campaign to lift the ban and reiterate the values and principles
underpinning its University of Sanctuary status;

To call on other UCU branches to openly condemn the ban and
reiterate solidarity and support to individuals affected by the hostile
environment.



