Branch Motion: End the Home Office’s ban on student visas for individuals from Sudan,
Afghanistan, Myanmar and Cameroon

The motion was passed at the Branch’s AGM on the 20" of May 2026.

This branch notes:

1. UK Universities are active agents in the “hostile environment” policy introduced by
the Conservative and Liberal Democrat coalition governments and expanded by the
current Labour government;

2. UCU has repeatedly condemned the Labour government’s “anti-immigration turn”?,
noting how “the UK (...) operates one of the most hostile (...) immigration systems in
the world”?;

3. In March 2026, the UK Home Office announced “an emergency brake on visas”3for
individuals from Sudan, Afghanistan, Myanmar and Cameroon. The Secretary of State
from the Home Office Department presented the visa ban as a strategy to tackle
“abuse” and “exploitation” of the UK’s “generous” visa system, in light of a sustained
increase in asylum applications by students from the four countries. The policy is
already in place, affecting prospective students who secured university place and
funding for the next academic year;

4. The University of Sanctuary network has condemned this decision?, arguing that while
it is unlikely that the policy will relieve the UK of “asylum pressure”, it will remove
“one of the few remaining official routes” through which students from “conflict-
affected countries can access world class education and rebuild their futures”;

5. The University of Bath has been part of the University of Sanctuary network since 2020,
having been recognised with a Sanctuary award for its efforts to “welcome refugees
and asylum seekers” >, and successfully achieving University of Sanctuary
reaccreditation in 2025.

6. In 2019, Bath UCU launched a Sanctuary Scholarship for PGT asylum seeker students®
named after the late Marie Morley, former president of the branch’. The scholarship

1 https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/13790/UCU-statement-on-Prime-Ministers-anti-immigration-turn
2 https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/13800/Letter-to-Home-Secretary-on-immigration-policies

3 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/4/uk-to-end-study-visas-for-myanmar-afghanistan-cameroon-
sudan-students ; Visa brake: changes to the UK visa system - GOV.UK https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visa-brake-
changes-to-the-uk-visa-system.

4 https://cityofsanctuary.org/2026/03/19/stop-the-block-on-talented-students-from-afghanistan-cameroon-
myanmar-sudan/

5 https://www.bath.ac.uk/announcements/bath-becomes-university-of-sanctuary-for-refugees-and-asylum-
seekers/

6 Over the past three years, funding has been used to support UG asylum seeker students.

7 https://www.bath.ac.uk/announcements/marie-morley-sanctuary-scholarship-launched/
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is equally funded by the University and the UCU branch — through members’ local
subscriptions — and has been active since 2020. Over the past six years, members of
the Bath UCU Committee have regularly interacted with the scholarship’s recipients,
learning about the challenges they experienced in leaving their countries to pursue a
safe future elsewhere?.

This branch believes:

1. That education is a basic human right that should not be affected by inhumane immigration

policies;

2. That Universities should promote positive social change, opposing policies that endanger

individuals from conflict-affected areas by denying them the opportunity to pursue a safe

future through education;

3. That the recently issued ban on student visas from Afghanistan, Sudan, Myanmar, and

Cameroon stands in clear contrast to the values of solidarity and openness embodied by the

Marie Morley Scholarship, which this branch proudly upholds.

This branch resolves:

1.

To call on the UK government to lift the ban on student visas for individuals from
Afghanistan, Sudan, Myanmar and Cameroon, and end the hostile environment;

To call on the local MP for Bath, Wera Hobhouse, to publicly support the lifting of the
ban and to lobby for its retraction in parliament;

To call on the University of Bath to publicly support the ongoing campaign to lift the
ban and reiterate the values and principles underpinning its University of Sanctuary
status;

To call on other UCU branches to openly condemn the ban and reiterate solidarity and
support to individuals affected by the hostile environment.

8 https://bath.web.ucu.org.uk/2022/08/05/marie-morie-scholarship-update/
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